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MPs table motion over Ryton closure

OVER 100 MPs have
backed a Parliamentary
motion expressing con-
cern and shock over the
closure of Peugeot’s Ry-
ton Plant.

The Early Day motion
has been signed by 135
MPs, including Rugby’s
Jeremy Wright, which calls
for the House of Com-
mons to register its alarm
at the loss of 2,300 jobs
and also that it backs the
survival plan put forward
by the Transport and Gen-
eral Workers’ Union and
Amicus.

Peugeot

negotiations.

bosses
also called upon to open
talks with the trade unions
about keeping the plant
open and for the Govern-
ment to get involved in any

Mr Wright told The Ob-
server he hoped the mo-
tion would draw attention
to the situation at the plant.
“Along with other MPs, |
have met with the trade
and industry secretary and
the chancellor,” he said.

“We are all keen to put
pressure on the Govern-
ment to make sure they

are are putting pressure on
Peugeot to give the union
deal a fair crack of the
whip and are extremely
generous with the final pay
deal for the workforce.”

Coventry MP Jim Cun-
ningham led a meeting
of West Midlands Labour
MPs with the Prime Minis-
ter on Monday to discuss
the future of manufactur-
ing in the region.

Mr Cunningham called
on Mr Blair to stop the de-
cline in the industry, typi-
fied by Peugeot’s recent
announcement to close

the Ryton plant.

He said it had been a
successful meeting and
Mr Blair had promised to
discuss the issues sur-
rounding industry in the
West Midlands with trade
and industry secretary
Alastair Darling.

Mr Cunningham added
that while union negotia-
tions were on-going with
regards to the situation at
Peugeot, the MPs could
not talk to the Prime Min-
ister in detail about Ryton,,
onl?/ about industry in gen-
eral.

Parking charge
will not affect
trade, claim

TRADERS who claim new parking
restrictions will kill their businesses
and turn Rugby into a ghost town
have been branded doom and gloom
mongers.

Chris Smith

Borough and county councillor Gor-
don Collett said he did not accept sug-
gestions that charging people to park
on the streets in the immediate vicinity
of the main shopping area would have
much, if any, effect on trade.

Coun Collett, the borough council’'s
development chief, spoke out at a meet-
ing last Wednesday when councillors ap-
proved the new restrictions that will see
pay and display machines installed on
seven central streets from October.

Since the parking scheme was an-
nounced two months ago it has faced
massive opposition from businesses who
fear it will force people out of Rugby to
neighbouring towns and out-of-town re-
tail parks.

But Coun Collett said: “These argu-
ments just do not stand up at all espe-
cially when you look at how much it will
cost. You can’t travel too far on 20p or
$1 of petrol.

“I am not convinced at all that people
will leave Rugby because, for one, North-
ampton charges for on street parking,
Stratford has this, Leamington and War-
wick will soon have it, as will Nuneaton.

“The doom and gloom mongers are
wrong. There is nothing free in this
world. Someone somewhere has to pick
up the bill.”

Shoppers will have to pay 20p for half
an hour and &1 for a maximum one hour
stay. Other roads will have free parking

Coun Gordon Collett who defended the parking restrictions this

week. (s)
but strictly for one hour and
will be policed by wardens.
The aim of the charges is
to stop workers and shoppers
clogging up street spaces all
day and encourage them to
use car parks. Pay-and-display
is also part of a government
drive to cut congestion and
greenhouses gases caused by

motorists driving round and
round on the chance they will
find a space.

The
zones on streets around the
town centre will also be en-
forced more rigourously as
part of the scheme which
councillors ordered to be re-
viewed on a regular basis.

residents’  parking
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Sean Newman with staff, Lisa Pauley, Brian Williams and Phil Miller getting ready for
the bikeathon. 20.06.110.MW

Fund-raisers get on their bikes

RUGBY is gearing up for
one of its biggest charity
events which takes place in
just three weeks time.

Around 1,000 people are
expected to take part in the
Leukemia Research Fund
Bikeathon on Sunday, June
11.

It is the 12th year the
event has taken place rais-
ing hundreds of thousands
of pounds for the charity in
the process.

There are three bikeath-
ons of different lengths to
cater for people of all ages
and abilities. The 10-mile

Tootle begins in Newbold at
11am, the 26-mile Marathon
starts at both Newbold,
Rugby and Brandon at
10.30am and the 50-mile
Challenge starts in Newbold
and Brandon at 10am.

Some £30,000 was raised
last year with Sean New-
man, of sponsors Newman
Property Services, cycling
the 50-mile course twice
and one 13-year-old doing
all three routes on the day
- before cycling home.

Mr Newman, who helped
set up the event after a
colleague died of leukemia,

said: “We got involved be-
cause it was a good cause
that was close to our hearts
at the time and we have
stuck with it. It's a great day
out - | always look forward
toit.”

Entry packs are avail-
able from Thorntons on
Cambridge Street, Paddox
Cycles in Hillmorton, Bikes
Etc. on Murray Road, Hal-
fords on Elliots Field or the
Lutterworth Cycle Centre.
Telephone Janet Haynes
on 01788 543430 or Sarah
Heales on 01788 820012 for
more information.

NEED A NEW PC

OR HELF WITH YOUR EHEHHGEE?
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Now flat scroan PCs from £2549
New laplops fram £450
Recomd: PCs from E125; bplops from E250

Repairs... Upgrades,., Networking.... Wnes |
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A HUGE SELECTION OF SCOOTERS TO CHO
TRADING AT J&
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* Fully guaranteed
e Service and repairs

¢ Friendly and helpful
advice

¢ New and used
scooters
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